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F R A N C E S C  T O R R E S

M U N C H A U S E N ’ S  V I S I T

F T L 0 0 0 2

U n p u b l i s h e d  t e x t  a n d  e l e v e n  p h o t o g r a p h s  b y  F r a n c e s c  To r r e s ,  s i g n e d  a n d  n u m b e r e d .

B i l i n g u a l  e d i t i o n  i n  S p a n i s h  a n d  E n g l i s h .

Te x t  c o m p o s e d  i n  D i d o t  a n d  s c r e e n  p r i n t e d  o n  A r c h e s  p a p e r  2 7 0  g r.  a t  Ta l l e r  Va l l i r a n a

P h o t o g r a p h s  i n  d i g i t a l ,  p r i n t e d  b y  E G M  l a b o r a t o r y  o n  P a p e r  H a h n e m ü h l e  P e a r l  2 8 5  g r. 

f r o m  3 5  m m  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  a n a l o g i c  n e g a t i v e s .

E d i t i o n  o f  3 0 ,  e a c h  s i g n e d  a n d  n u m b e r e d :

2 5  c o p i e s  n u m b e r e d  f r o m  1  t o  2 5 ,

2  c o p i e s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  a r t i s t  n u m b e r e d  PA  I  a n d  PA  I I ,

2  c o p i e s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  e d i t o r  n u m b e r e d  H C  I  a n d  H C  I I ,

1  c o p y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  n u m b e r e d  B N

2 2 , 4 ”  x 3 3 ”

S e t  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a  f a b r i c  b o u n d  c a s e .

P r i n t i n g  f i n i s h e d  i n  B a r c e l o n a  o n  7 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y  o f  2 0 0 7

R a í ñ a  L u p a  E d i t i o n s

P. V . P :  2 0 . 0 0 0  E u r o s
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L A  V I S I TA  D E  M U N C H A U S E N
F R A N C E S C  T O R R E S

The old twon of  Belchite  became a batt lefront  during the Spanish Civi l
War, chamging hands three t imes.

Fi r s t  i t  f e l l  t o  t h e  Fa s c i s t ,   l a t e r  i t  w a s  r e - c o n q u e r e d  b y  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n 
L o y a l i s t s , b e f o r e  f i n a l l y  b e i n g  r e t a k e n  b y  t h o s e  w h o  w e n t  o n  t o  w i n  t h e  w a r. 

There  were  many dead,  some of  whom werw bur ied  where  they  fe l l . The Loya l i s t 

a t tack  was  lead  by  the  American volunteers of the Lincoln Bridage, commanded 

by Robert Hale Merriman, a professor of Economics at  Berkeley . He was later 

to die during the retreat from the battle of the  r iver Ebro. 

The  o ld  town o f  Be lch i te  was  never  rebu i l t . The  government  decreed  tha t  a  a  new 

onebebui l t  us ing  s l ave  l abour  composed  o f  prisoners of war  from the defeated 

army.

I n  1 9 8 7 ,  f i f t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e  i n  w h i c h  M e r r i m a n  m a d e  h i s  n a m e ,  Te r r y 
G i l l i a n ,  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r  o f  M o n t y   P y t h o n ,   d i r e c t e d  a  f i l m  c a l l e d 

“The adventures of Baron Munchausen”,  using the old town of Belchite as 

a  s e t .  H e  n e e d  a n  o l d  E u r o p e a n  t o w n ,  d e s t r o y e d  b y  w a r  a n d  B e l c h i t e  s u p p l i e d  a 

r e a d y  m a d e  s e t ,  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s u r p a s s  u s i n g  p a p i e r  m â c h é ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e 

capable  o f  be ing  eunningly  complemented where  i t  was  needed.

I  wa s  a b l e  t o  p h o t o g r a p h  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s   d i s g r a c e  t h e  d ay  a f t e r  t h e  s h o o t  h a d 

ended and before  they  could  take  every th ing  away.

These  images  show what  I  saw. The town looked l ike  a  cadaver with make-up, dressed 

as a c lown.. . . 


