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The old twon of Belchite became a battlefront during the Spanish Civil
War, chamging hands three times.

First it fell to the Fascist, later it was re-conquered by the Republican
LOyaliStS,before finally being retaken by those who went on to win the war.
There were many dead, some of whom werw buried where they fell. The Loyalist
attack was lead by the American volunteers of the Lincoln Bridage, commanded
by Robert Hale Merriman, a professor of Economics at Berkeley. He was later

to die during the retreat from the battle of the river Ebro.

The old town of Belchite was never rebuilt. The government decreed that a a new
onebebuilt using slave labour composed of pI‘iSOIleI‘S of war from the defeated
army.

In 1987, fifty years after the battle in which Merriman made his name, Terry
Gillian, founding member of MOth PythOl’l, directed a film called
“The adventures of Baron Munchausen”, using the old town of Belchite as
a set. He need an old European town, destroyed by war and Belchite supplied a
reac[y made set, impossible to surpass using papier maché, but at the same time

capable of being eunningly complemented where it was needed.

I was able to photograph the result of this disgrace the day after the shoot had
ended and before they could take everything away.
These images show what I saw. The town looked like a cadaver with make-up, dressed

as a C]OWD....
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